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3.  That each of these  sacrificing priests has., as a representative of our Lord on Earth, the power above mentioned of forgiving sins jure sacerdotali (i.e, in virtue of his priestly office) by pronouncing over the  confessing penitent a certain formula of absolution.
4.  That these priests are not only authorized ambassadors of the Gospel from God to man, but also mediators between man and God, having an especial prerogative of intercession not given to the laity, and also that of fixing the terms on which the Divine forgiveness may be obtained by sinners according ta the degrees of guilt incurred.
And 5. That they also have, jure divino, an inalienable right to judge and teach and guide the laity, without the laity in their turn having any right to question their sentences, repudiate their guidance, or dispute their teaching.
That the above is an exhaustive explanation of the term Sacerdotalism is not pretended; but I think it includes all fche most important elements of Ritualistic doctrine on this subject; and I also maintain that just so far as any or all of these propositions are accepted or acted on by any clergyman of the Church of England, he is so far drawing nearer to the Church of .Rome, and in the same degree departing further from his own Church. And this is the ease whether we measure his actual position by the formularies of our Church, or by the abstract teaching of even the highest High-Churchman of the last generation,1 or by the pastoral teaching and practice of the clerical body in our Church since the Reformation.
Nor can we allow any one or all of these points of sacerdotalism to be bolstered up by a mere vague reference to the sacramental and other occasional offices in the ' Book of Common-Prayer;' for this would be a mere begging of fche question at issue. We deny, what Ritu-
1 See note I, at the end of this chapter.